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Module Description:

This module provides an introduction into the basic strategies of comparative empirical
analysis in political science. You will learn how political scientists explore questions such
as: ‘are countries with high levels of trade less likely to go to war?’ and ‘do election
observers actually reduce election fraud?’.

Module Aim:

The aim of the module is to provide students with the necessary analytical foundation
to conduct empirical research. Thus, the focus of this module does not lie on specific
statistical techniques, but on the basic logic of scientific inference.

Module Objectives:

By the end of the module the students will have achieved the following:

• Gained knowledge of the basic issues in the philosophy of science.

• Gained knowledge of the major approaches to comparative analysis in the social
sciences.

• Gained understanding of how empirical problems are tackled in political science.
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Module Structure and Teaching:
Teaching on the module will be in form of a lecture and classes.
The weekly lecture modules and classes will consist of 50 minute units.
In preparation you will be expected to have read the set reading for that week (if given).

Assessment:
Assessment is by two take–home assignments and a class presentation. Each assignment
contributes 40% to your final mark. Your class presentation counts for 20%.

Coursework Submission:
How to submit your essay using FASer (Online Coursework Submission)

You will be able to access the online submission via your myEssex portal or via https:
//faser.essex.ac.uk. FASer allows you to store your work-in-progress. This facility
provides you with an ideal place to keep partially completed copies of your work and
ensures that no work, even drafts, is lost. If you have problems uploading your coursework,
you should contact ltt@essex.ac.uk. You may find it helpful to look at the FASer guide
http://www.essex.ac.uk/elen/student/ocs.shtm. If you have any questions about
FASer, please contact your administrator or refer to the handbook.

Under NO circumstances is your coursework to be emailed to the adminis-
trators or the lecturer. This will NOT be counted as a submission.

Coursework deadline policy for undergraduates

There is a single policy at the University of Essex for the late submission of coursework
in undergraduate courses. Essays must be uploaded before 09.45 on the day of the dead-
line. All coursework submitted after the deadline will receive a mark of zero. The mark
of zero shall stand unless the student submits satisfactory evidence of extenuating cir-
cumstances that indicate that the student was unable to submit the work prior to the
deadline. For further information on late submission of coursework and extenuating cir-
cumstances procedures please refer to http://www2.essex.ac.uk/academic/students/
ug/extenug.html.

Essay feedback will be given via FASer. ALL submissions should be provided with a
coversheet (Available from Moodle).

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a very serious academic offence and whether done wittingly or unwittingly
it is your responsibility. Ignorance is no excuse! The result of plagiarism could mean
receiving a mark of zero for the piece of coursework. In some cases, the rules of assessment
are such that a mark of zero for a single piece of coursework could mean that you will
fail your degree. If it is a very serious case, you could be required to withdraw from the
University. It is important that you understand right from the start of your studies what
good academic practice is and adhere to it throughout your studies. The Department will
randomly select coursework for plagiarism checks and lecturers are very good at spotting
work that is not your own. Plagiarism gets you nowhere: DON’T DO IT!
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Following the guidance on referencing correctly will help you avoid plagiarism. Please fa-
miliarise yourself with the University’s policy on academic offences: http://www.essex.
ac.uk/academic/docs/regs/offpro.shtm.

Extenuating circumstances for late submission of coursework

The university has guidelines on what is acceptable as extenuating circumstances for
later submission of coursework. If you need to make a claim, you should upload your
coursework to FASer and submit a late submission of coursework form which can be
found here: http://www2.essex.ac.uk/academic/students/ug/crswk_pol.htm. This
must be done within seven days of the deadline. FASer closes for all deadlines after seven
days. The Late Submissions committee will decide whether your work should be marked
and you will be notified of the outcome.

If you experience significant longer-term extenuating circumstances that prevent you from
submitting your work either by the deadline or within seven days of the deadline, you
should submit an Extenuating Circumstances Form for the Board of Examiners to con-
sider at the end of the year.

Module Outline & Reading:
The following book will be used in the course. In addition you will receive additional
lecture materials online.

• Kellstedt, Paul, and Whitten, Guy. 2013. The Fundamentals of Political Science
Research. 2nd Edition. Cambridge University Press.

Sessions:
Basics and Framework
Week 1 Introduction: Overview of the course
Week 2 Inference: The purpose of research
Week 3 Causality: The fundamental problem of science
Week 4 Potential Outcomes: How to study what could have hap-

pened

Research Design
Week 5 Research Design I: Experiments
Week 6 Research Design II: Natural and quasi–experiments
Week 7 Research Design III: Observational designs

Applications
Week 8 Time Series Cross-Sectional Case:

What reduces the incidence of military conflict between
states?

Week 9 Cross-Sectional Case:
Why do voters support heavy tax cuts?

Week 10 Experimental Case:
Do election observers reduce election fraud?

Conclusion
Week 11 Review and Questions
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